Concordia 


University LIS Automation Update 


role With the purchase of the INNOPAC 
software package, Concordia is at last on 
its way to automating its library 
operations. Dr. Charles Bertrand, 
Vice-Rector Services, signed the contract 
in April. As soon as the documentation 
arrived from INNOPAC's creators, 
Innovative Interfaces, Inc., of Berkeley, 
Concordia's implementation people 
began to work on it. 


Phase One of implementation consists of bringing up the cataloguing 
module, the public catalogue, and the serials check-in module. This 
phase will take several months. 


The heart of this operation involves setting up the cataloguing 
component and its public face, the online public access catalogue, or 
PAC. This involves copying our catalogue records from the Utlas 
database in Toronto and mounting them, together with INNOPAC 
software, on a dedicated Digital Equipment Corporation DECSystem 
5900 minicomputer. 


By way of a test, Computing Services has prepared a tape of 20,000 
catalogue records, which Innovative Interfaces will process according 
to our specifications and merge with their software. Once the PAC, 
Cataloguing and Serials teams have had a look at the resulting test 
database and PAC, they will be able to refine their decisions about the 
appearance and layout of the screens, indexing design and so forth. 
After that, the real database load begins. 


In the meantime a process 
called "site preparation" is 
taking place. This means 
getting the necessary knobs, 
strings, buttons and wires, of 
the right kind, in the right place 
- in general, handling the 
arcana of modern 
telecommunications. 
Contractors have been pulling 
and stringing wires for data 
communications in Vanier 
Library and similar 
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communication lines form part of the 
construction of the new building. 


When the cataloguing and PAC modules have 
been implemented, users will be able to search 
Concordia's catalogue online by author, title and 
subject. It is hoped that these components will 
be ready by September 1992. Community 
access is also being planned. 


Serials check-in will be the next module to be 
implemented. It will let users see whether a 
given issue of a periodical has arrived, whether 
it has been claimed, and whether it is being 
bound. 


Phase two, planned for mid-1993, will consist of 
implementing Circulation and Acquisitions. 
Among other pleasant features, Circulation will 
let users see whether the book they seek is in 
the library and if not, when it is due back. Last 
in line is Acquisitions, which will give us the 
benefit of good fund reporting and analysis. 


When we are finally fully automated, Concordia 
will have a library system capable of 
participating in the electronic universe that is so 
rapidly developing around us. 


Modules Acquired 
Phase One 


Cataloguing/Authorities 
Public Access Catalogue 
Serials Check-in and Control 


Phase Two 


Circulation 

Acquisitions 

Project Co-ordinators 

Mia Massicotte 

John Woodrow, Computing Services 


Technical Implementation Team 


Sam Kalb 

Mia Massicotte 

Bob Weeks, Computing Services 

John Woodrow, Computing Services 

plus resource staff from Computing Services 
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Database Creation & Maintenance 
Implementation Team 


Freda Otchere (Chair) 
Anne-Marie Bélanger 
Erika Brazinskis 
Margaret Hume 

Sol Katz 

plus resource staff 


OPAC Team 


Judy Appleby (Chair) 
Elaine Bruce 

Lee Harris 

Diana Maharaj 
Zuzana Jirkovsky 


Serials Team 


Margaret Ferley (Chair) 
Judy Appleby 

Carol Coughlin 

Sandra Hoffman 

Pat Grant 

Rita Schley-Pepin 


M. Massicotte and M. Ferley 


Goodbye Norris... 
we won't miss you - 
or will we??? 


The veterans among us who spent many long 
years trying to 
get used to you, 
and the relative 
newcomers still 
in awe over your 
quirks and 
mysteries - we 
all bid you 
farewell. 


Goodbye forever to the only elevator left in 
Montreal for which replacement parts had to be 
ordered from the Far East. 


Goodbye to your heating and ventilation 
systems, which were constantly at odds with 
each other. 


Concordia Library 


Goodbye to your early post-industrial Revolution 
architecture which always astounded visitors 
and left them practically speechless. 


Goodbye to all your hidden secrets, some of 
which you allowed us to discover over time. 
(Asbestos lined ceilings in Stacks and 
Circulation.) 


GOODBYE Reference area - you withstood the 
initial onslaught of users forced to enter our 
building, allayed some of their fears, and calmed 
their nerves. You prepared them well for other 
challenges - the Stacks, Circulation, and my 
God!, Storage. 


GOODBYE Stacks - thanks for hanging in there, 
doing one of the more thankless jobs around. It's 
funny though, some of the more interesting 
personalities worked and are working there. 
Maybe they know something we don't. 


GOODBYE Circulation - where is that book | 
requested in 1975? Affectionately called the 
Zoo, the people there always worked under 
extreme pressure in order to appease a 
demanding public. It is no mean feat to 
magically produce a monograph out of thin air 
when it is charged out, lost, and especially when 
it is supposedly still in the Stacks. 


GOODBYE Media Centre - wherever you may 
be. This was one of the more challenging areas 
to find - especially for the staff. It was the only 
place that offered a video to users on how to find 
one's way back to the 6th floor elevator. 


GOODBYE ILL - you, of course, dealt with a 
public that was not fortunate enough to visit our 
unique library, and they are very grateful for that. 
They just took your word for it. 


GOODBYE ASO - the nervous centre of the 
library. One of the more exciting areas in terms 
of testing out new office space for future 
generations. Too bad it was all for nought - we're 
leaving the building. 


A special GOODBYE to Gov. Pubs. - an area so 
complicated and specialized that people who 
used to work there are still recovering from the 
experience. Any place that has card catalogue 
author entries such as: Canada. Parliament. 
Senate and House of Commons. Standing Joint 
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Committee on Health, Welfare, the Status of 
Women, and Senior Citizens’ Issues. 
Sub-Committee on the Better Availability of 
Lower-Cost Housing for Seniors and Minority 
Groups. Minutes of Proceedings and Evidence 
on the Hearings Called to Evaluate Proposals 
Submitted by Too Many Interest Groups on an 
Important Topic which we will Pay but Passing 
Attention to, Because the Public Must be 
Appeased and Calmed - must be in BIG trouble. 


GOODBYE Orientation, User Services, Special 
Collections and the Mailroom. We were all a 
team. 


Now we are moving to another place which 
won't quite have that Norris personality, that 
Norris history, or that Norris stale air. But who 
knows? Today's new buildings hold the promise 
of many potential adventures - structural, 
ergonomic, environmental. I'm certain we won't 
be bored and uninterested. 


We should all like, | am sure, to salute all the 
employees who ever worked, laughed, yelled, 
joked and cried over the years in this unique 
building. We salute each other for having 
survived the experience. And here's a toast to all 
the users who passed through the turnstiles - 
the new library will be great only because of the 
Norris. 


ADIEU 
ARO 


Who's Where 


Norris 


Oma Mohammed has 
taken a year's leave of 
absence to move to 
Colorado, effective May 
28. We wish her all the 
best! 
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Recommended Summer 


Reading 

Resting on the shelves of our Library are several - ‘ 

volumes of thought-provoking and powerful Editorial Board 

poetry by Sharon H. Nelson, a graduate of : : 
Concordia and former teacher in our English Boi May Ang _ Norris 7710 
Department. And soon to be added to this small Louise Carpentier Norris 7709 
but important collection is Ms. Nelson's Margaret Ferley LL 1781 
recently-issued The Work of our Hands, Ruth Noble SEL 1123 
beautifully published by the Muses' Company of Marvin Orbach vane ootees 
Dorion, Québec. With this publication Sharon Matthew Seebruch Norris... 7690 
Nelson takes her place, beyond any shadow of a Margaret Sheremata Vanier 7760 


doubt, as Montreal's preeminent 
English-language feminist poet. 


Read the following poems and be richly 
rewarded: "The Woman's Testimony”, 
"Scream", "Radical Mastectomy", "Heresy, a 
Progress Report", "Premenstrual Syndrome", 
"Gifts", "Acts of Creation...", "Old Woman of the 
Sea", "Gross National Product", and 
"Horticulture". 


Sharon Nelson is at the height of her powers. 
Her poems are guaranteed to knock the lethargy 
out of you. Read them at your own risk. 


Marvin Orbach 


Just a reminder! 
... for the next issue. 


Contributions are always welcome from 
individuals or units. Just leave your signed 
articles or suggestions for newsworthy items 
with any member of the editorial board. Nicest 
for us, but not essential, would be your idea or 
story on a disketteli(either size), in Wordperfect 
(any version), accompanied by a hard copy. 
Just be sure your name is on it, and we'll retrurn 
it to you. 
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